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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
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LANSING 
 
 

 April 22, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  All Interested Citizens, Organizations, and Government Agencies 
 
SUBJECT: FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
  Village of Columbiaville, Lapeer County 
  Pump Station and Lagoon Improvements 
  CWSRF Project No. 5754-01 
 
The purpose of this notice is to seek public input and comment on a preliminary decision by the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) that an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) is not required to implement recommendations discussed in the attached 
Environmental Assessment of a wastewater project plan submitted by the applicant mentioned 
above. 
 
HOW WERE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES CONSIDERED? 
 
 Part 53, Clean Water Assistance, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 

Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, being Sections 324.5301 to 324.5316 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws Annotated, requires EGLE to evaluate all environmental implications of a 
proposed wastewater project. EGLE has done this by incorporating a detailed analysis of 
the environmental effects of the proposed alternatives in its review and approval process. 
A project plan containing information on environmental impacts was prepared by the 
municipality and reviewed by the State. EGLE has prepared the attached Environmental 
Assessment and found that the proposed project does not require the preparation of an 
EIS. 

 
WHY IS AN EIS NOT REQUIRED? 
 
 Our environmental review concluded that no significant environmental impacts would 

result from the proposed action. Any adverse impacts have either been eliminated by 
changes in the project plan or will be reduced by the implementation of the mitigative 
measures discussed in the attached Environmental Assessment. 

 
HOW DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
 
 A map depicting the location of the proposed project is attached. This information is also 

available on our website at Michigan.gov/CWSRF under “Related Links.”  The 
Environmental Assessment presents additional information on the project, alternatives that 
were considered, impacts of the proposed action, and the basis for our decision. Further 
information can be obtained by calling or writing one of the contact people listed below. 

 
  

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

LIESL EICHLER CLARK  
 DIRECTOR 

http://www.michigan.gov/CWSRF
http://www.michigan.gov/CWSRF
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HOW DO I SUBMIT COMMENTS? 
 
 Any comments supporting or disagreeing with this preliminary decision should be submit-

ted to me at EGLE, Constitution Hall, P.O. Box 30457, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7957. We 
will not take any action on this project plan for 30 calendar days from the date of this notice 
in order to receive and consider any comments. 

 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 
 In the absence of substantive comments during this period, our preliminary decision will 

become final. The applicant will then be eligible to receive loan assistance from this 
Agency to construct the proposed project. 

 
Any information you feel should be considered by EGLE should be brought to our attention. If you 
have any questions, please contact Ms. Leni Steiner-Zehender, the project manager, at 
517-231-9913, by email at Steinerl@michigan.gov. or you may contact me. Your interest in this 
process and the environment is appreciated. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Kelly Green, Administrator 
      Water Infrastructure Financing Section 
      Finance Division 
      517-284-5433 
 
Attachment 

mailto:Steiner-Zehenderl@michigan.gov


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 

Village of Columbiaville, Lapeer County 
Environmental Assessment 

April 2022 
 
PROJECT IDENTIFICATION 
 
Applicant:    Village of Columbiaville 
 
Authorized Representative:  Denise Baker, Village Clerk/Administrator 
 
Address:    5111 River Road      
     Post Office Box 100 

Columbiaville, Michigan 48421 
 
Project Number:   5754-01 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 
The Village of Columbiaville (Columbiaville) is located in Lapeer County and has a land area of 
approximately 0.88 square miles. Columbiaville owns and operates a wastewater collection 
system (see Figure 1). The population served by the collection system is approximately 763 
based on the 2019 United States Census. The population is expected to decrease slightly in the 
next 30 years; thus, the treatment demand is not anticipated to change significantly, and the 
wastewater system capacity will remain sufficient to treat the wastewater flows. Most of the land 
use is existing residential, with other portions being open space public land.   
 
Columbiaville is seeking a low-interest CWSRF loan to replace the existing pump station 
including the structure, pumps, plumbing, electrical, Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) system, and a backup generator. In addition, Lagoon Two will be emptied and lined; 
this includes removal and disposal of sludge, replacement of the outlet pipe, valve replacement, 
new gravel and topsoil with seed, and a new liner.  
 
The estimated cost of the project is $2,145,000 which will be paid via an increase of 
approximately $18.26 per month to the average residential user. However, Columbiaville is 
anticipated to receive $321,750 in principal forgiveness for qualifying as a disadvantaged 
community which may reduce the estimated monthly rate increase. 

EXISTING SYSTEM 
 
Columbiaville’s lagoon system is comprised of three wastewater lagoons. Lagoon One has an 
operating volume of approximately 9.5 million gallons (MG), Lagoon Two has an operating 
volume of approximately 4.7 MG, and Lagoon Three has an operating volume of approximately 
10.8 MG. Lagoons One and Two receive raw wastewater which can be transferred to Lagoon 
Three. Additional process equipment consists of two 9,000-gallon mixing tanks, a cloth disc 
filter, and chemical injection systems for phosphorus treatment. Treatment includes, chemical 
injection, flash meter, mixing tank one, polymer feed, mixing tank two, disk filter, and a sample 
tap before discharge. Emergency overflow is directed back to Lagoon Three and backwash 
discharge is directed back to Lagoon One. The treated wastewater discharges into an unnamed 
drain of the Holloway Reservoir. 
 
Wastewater from Columbiaville is collected using a gravity collection system. The wastewater is 
then pumped to the treatment facility, where it is routed to Lagoon One or Two using the 
splitting structure located at the northwest corner of Lagoon One. Columbiaville’s collection 
system has approximately 28,432 linear feet of pipe range from 6-inches to 12-inches in 
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diameter. Most of the collection system pipe consists of clay with a small portion of pipe material 
being polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and cast iron. The sewers are generally in adequate condition 
and the collection system does not experience backups. Columbiaville’s sanitary system 
customers consist of nearly all residential, with a few commercial customers. Columbiaville is 
currently operating their system within their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit requirements. The capacity of the lift station is adequate. Historical data shows the 
annual average daily wastewater flow is 0.054 MG per day.  
 
The pump station, constructed in 1971, contains two 10 horsepower pumps. In 2016, the control 
panel was changed to an above-grade panel and the air bubbler system was replaced in early 
2006 with a float transducer system. The pump station is controlled by the SCADA system 
which includes a call alarm for emergencies. The existing structure, made of steel, is 8-feet in 
diameter, 15-feet deep and houses the pumps, motors, sump pump, pipes, valves, check valve, 
heater, dehumidifier, ladder, and pump railings. Entering the pump station is done through a 4-
foot diameter tube that does not meet current safety requirements for confined space entry. The 
lift station pumps are frequently out of service for repairs and unclogging.  

NEED FOR PROJECT 
 
Columbiaville received a letter from Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) dated November 5, 2018, that indicated Columbiaville is required to monitor the ground 
water around Lagoon Two because it is not lined with a composite liner. And while the existing 
lagoons are sufficient to meet the desired level of service for wastewater customers for the next 
30 years, lacking system improvements, Columbiaville will see continued increases in the cost 
of maintenance, and it is likely that the systems would fail and require emergency repairs. Lining 
of the lagoon will eventually be mandated by EGLE. Lining will protect the integrity of the 
groundwater from potential leakage from Lagoon Two.  

Due to equipment age, confined space entry issues, cost of operation and maintenance (O&M), 
and the growing potential for failure of the equipment, the pump station will be replaced and 
Lagoon Two will be lined. 

POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVES 
 
No-action Alternative 
 
No action does not address the issues with the system. This alternative was not considered 
further.  
 
Regional Alternative  
 
Regionalizing is not feasible based on the location of Columbiaville compared to neighboring 
communities. Also, the additional capital investment required for a regional treatment alternative 
is not practical. This alternative was not considered further. 
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Rehabilitation Alternative 

The improvement of the electrical, control panels, and addition of SCADA systems will provide 
better monitoring capabilities. Due to the age and condition of the current dry well, the structure 
needs replacement which adds additional capital costs to the rehabilitation of the station. 
Lagoon Two would receive a few necessary improvements including but not limited to a new 
liner, pipe upgrades, and valve replacements. Lagoon Two is the only lagoon that does not 
currently have a liner. This option would only address a portion of the existing issues in the 
pump station and will only minimally lower the existing O&M costs. 

Replacement Alternative 

Replacing the entire pump station would include a new wet well, valve vault, electrical, control 
panel, SCADA system, pipes, valves, pumps, and a dedicated backup generator. The SCADA 
system would reduce the manpower necessary for monitoring of the pump station. Lagoon Two 
would receive necessary improvements including but not limited to a new liner, pipe upgrades, 
and valve replacements. This option would address the major existing issues in the pump 
station and lagoon system. It also will significantly lower the existing O&M costs. 

PROPOSED PROJECT 

The selected alternative is the replacement alternative. The proposed project is expected to 
start construction in summer of 2022 with a completion date of summer 2023. 

TABLE 1: Project Cost 
 

Component Cost 
Pump Station Replacement $433,000 
Lagoon Lining  $1,021,000 
Total Project Construction Costs $1,454,000 
Engineering, legal, financial, and 
administrative fees. 

$691,000 

Total Project Cost $2,145,000 
 
The proposed project is expected to be financed with a 20-year loan at 1.875 percent interest 
from the DWSRF administered by EGLE.  The estimated project cost is $2,145,000 resulting in 
a monthly increase of $18.26 to the average residential user to cover debt service.  However, 
Columbiaville is expected to receive $321,750 in principal loan forgiveness as they have been 
designated as a disadvantage community.  As a result, the monthly increase will likely be 
reduced. 

EXISTING ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
 
Construction Impacts 
 
Construction impacts include increased noise and dust from the heavy equipment and minor 
traffic impacts due to workers and trucks bringing the equipment or materials to the site. No 
dewatering or odor impacts are anticipated during construction. General construction impacts 
are expected to be minimal, as both locations are small in area and construction will be 
contained to areas surrounding the proposed pump station and lagoon. Noise, dust control, 
cleaning, and debris removal will be controlled via technical specifications and village ordinance 
requirements. All soil erosion and sedimentation control measures will be implemented as 
designated by the permit that will be applied for at the time of construction. Both sites will be 
restored back to existing condition after all construction work is complete.  
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Water Quality Impacts 
 
The proposed project areas are not within known 100-year floodplains, and there are no 
wetlands in the proposed project areas. The proposed projects will have no negative impact on 
the Flint River, and there are no anticipated water quality impacts from the proposed projects.  

Endangered Species 
 
The proposed projects will be constructed within publicly owned property and existing road 
right-of-way. A United States Fish and Wildlife Service Information for Planning and 
Consultation review was conducted, and it identified several known endangered or threatened 
species within the proposed project areas including the Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat, 
and the Eastern massasauga rattlesnake. The report also indicated that there are no critical 
habitats within the proposed project areas. However, there are several protected migratory birds 
including the Bald eagle and Golden eagle. The proposed projects will not affect any of these 
species or their habitats.  

Historical Preservation 

A review of the Michigan historic sites database does not indicate any known historic properties 
in the proposed project areas. A visual review of the proposed project areas was also 
conducted, and it was observed that no historical buildings will be affected by this project. The 
proposed projects will be constructed within publicly owned property, and existing road rights-of-
way. If any artifacts are discovered during construction, work will immediately stop and the State 
Historic Preservation Office and associated Tribal Historic Preservation Officers will be 
contacted. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
A public hearing to discuss the proposed project was held at 4 pm on May 12, 2021, at The 
Columbiaville Community Center. The hearing was advertised on April 14, 2021, in The County 
Press Sunday, and the project plan was available for viewing at the Columbiaville village office. 
There were no public comments or questions. A resolution adopting the project plan and 
implementation of the selected alternative was unanimously approved by the Village of 
Columbiaville Board on May 12, 2021.  
 
REASONS FOR CONCLUDING NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 
 
The proposed project will address deficiencies and increase the reliability of the sanitary sewer 
collection system. Minor construction impacts will be temporary and can be mitigated with sound 
construction practices and adherence to permit requirements. Any impacts to the environment will 
be mitigated by strictly adhering to the requirements outlined in the Joint Permit issued by EGLE. 
 

Questions regarding this Environmental Assessment should be directed to: 
 

Ms. Leni Steiner- Zehender 
Water Infrastructure Financing Section 

Finance Division 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

P.O. Box 30457 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-4957 

Telephone: 517-231-9913 
E-Mail: Steinerl@michigan.gov 

mailto:Steinerl@michigan.gov
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